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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To objectively restrict mismatch related to skills 
between the job offering side and the job hunting side, and help decision 
of hiring and job taking made in a shorter period in support of human 
resources distribution to exchange job offering conditions and job hunting 
conditions through the Internet to result in hiring and job taking. 

SOLUTION: Matching between hiring information on the job offering side and 
job taking conditions on the job hunting side is objectively determined 
from the viewpoint of skills of human resources, and job offering 
information and job hunting information of a higher matching point are 
provided to job hunters and employers,, so that mismatch between the hiring 
side and the job taking side is reduced . Hiring market ■ price 
information is generated based on a data base of specific hiring and job 
taking cases. Real time human resources distribution market information to 
each case of job offering and job hunting in progress is generated, and it 
is provided the job offering side and the job hunting side to be browsed. 
Decision of hiring and job taking in an auction method can thus be 
achieved in a short period. 

CO PYRI GHT : ( C) 2 0 0 3 , JPO 



14/5/2 (Item 2 from file: 347) 

DIALOG (R) File 347: JAPIO 

(c) 2003 JPO & JAPIO. All rts. reserv. 



07542457 **Image available** 

ELECTRONIC COMMERCE METHOD FOR ELECTRIC POWER AND ITS SYSTEM 



PUB. NO.: 2003-036297 [JP 2003036297 A] 

PUBLISHED: February 07, 2003 (20030207) 
INVENTOR{s): KONDO SHINICHI 
SOGABE HI TOSH I 
APPLICANT (s) : TOSHIBA CORP 

APPL. NO.: 2001-171294 [JP 20011171294] 
FILED: June 06, 2001 (20010606) 

PRIORITY: 2001-145355 [JP 2001145355], JP (Japan), May 15, 2001 

(20010515) 
INTL CLASS: G06F-017/60 

ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To realize consumer-based optimized power procurement 
for promoting the growth of a sound power deregulated market while 
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positively making a power demand-and-supply adjustment among consumers by 
integrating demands from large-scale, medium-scale, and small-scale 
cons.umers . 

SOLUTION: A consumer 2 estimates the demand for power based on past result 
data to create a power demand pattern. Each consumer 2 finds a power price 
reduction method and a power price, and presents them to change the 
power demand of the consumer 2 . The consumer 2 bids for power in a two-way 
auction mode and, based on the bid contents, finals a combination of 
power parts, which minimizes the power procurement cost, from the power 
parts on a power deregulated market 9, and calculates the power procurement 
cost . 
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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED*: To provide a system and a method for equivalent 
exchange which are efficient and easy for both a user who sells at auction 
and a bidder to use, and a program therefor. 

SOLUTION: A mediation server receives information on a commodity desired to 
be sold from a 1st user through a network and information on a commodity 
desired to be exchanged showing desire to exchange an optionally specified 
commodity with the commodity regarding the information on the commodity 
desired to be sold from a 2nd user and sends one or more pieces of bidder 
identification information generated from the information .on the commodity 
desired to be exchanged to the 1st user. The 1st user receives 
successful bidder determination information obtained by selecting one of 
the pieces of bidder identification information. 
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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an auction system where a person 
desiring to join in an auction can securely join in the auction of a 
desired commodity and personal information of a participant is prevented 
from being displayed. 

SOLUTION: The server 10 of an auction center includes a first means 101 
receiving joining information including at least the commodity which is 
desired to purchase and a contact address, which are transmitted from the 
terminal 1 of the person desiring auction joining and registering it, a 
second means 102 receiving commodity information on the auction , which is 
transmitted from the terminal 2 of a supplier supplying the commodity for 
auction , and registering it, a third means 103 retrieving whether the 
commodity which the person desiring auction joining is registered in 
commodity information registered in the second means 102 and a fourth means 
104 informing the terminal 1 of the person desiring auction joining of 
effect that the commodity exists when the third means 103 detects that the 
commodity which the person desiring auction joining desires is registered 
in registered commodity information. 
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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an auction method which is most suitable 
to be used for auction over a network using mobile communication 
machines. 

SOLUTION: A user selects a desired auction object in accordance with 

auction information transmitted to a mobile communication machine 4 and 
transmits a selection request for this object to an auction server 6 to 
put up the object at auction . The auction server 6 permits the desired 

auction object to be put up at auction in a Dutch auction system, 
where a desired contract price is reduced at intervals of a biddable 
period until the appearance of a purchaser, in response to the selection 
request and transmits at least an auction start price, the lowest price, 
the desired contract price, and the biddable period of the desired auction 

object to the mobile communication machine 4. When plural purchasers of 
which the number exceeds the number of commodities appear in the biddable 
period, a report indicating that the desired auction object is put up at 

auction in a bidding-up system only for plural purchasers is transmitted 
to the mobile communication machine 4 . 
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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To -provide a network auction system which can 
equally pass on the discounts to all buyers about their collective purchase 
of commodities that are carried out via ordering of a large quantity of 
commodities . 



SOLUTION: When the auction is carried out on a network by the collective 
purchase effect where the commodity prices are reduced in inverse 
proportion to an increase in quantity of ordered commodities in this 
auction system, a server 1 pools the difference between the charge paid 
by a consumer and the successful bit price set after the quantity of 
commodities is decided as a discount amount and can make a discount from 
the charge to be paid by the consumer in the next auction transaction by 
means of a part or the whole of the pooled discount amount. 
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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: 



ABSTRACT 
To make constructible 



a commercial dealings which 
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decreases in price as the number of buyers increases on the Internet. 

SOLUTION: When a user who gains access is a seller and registered member, a 
program is browsed to do bidding and price determination information on an 
article is updated in steps 4 to 7. When the user is a buyer and the 
registered member, intention to buy is asked, a desirable price is 
obtained, and the number of buyers is updated in steps 10 to 13. It is 
decided in a step 14 whether or not a specific period is elapsed or the 
auction should be ended since the buyers reach a specific number; when 
the auction should be ended, the commercial dealing is processed in a 
step 15, the determined final price and the number of buyers are provided 
in a step 16 for the buyers and seller, and the delivery of the article is 
arranged in a step 17. 
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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an automatic auction method with which 
an auction participant has not to be in front of an auction terminal 
when an auction is carried out by receiving the ordering information to 
bid off the commodities and deciding a successful bidder of the auction 

according to the received ordering information. 
SOLUTION: An initial price is set (1101) and the price is reduced by a 
prescribed amount (1102) . When the reduced price is lower than the 
lowest price, an auction is over. When the reduced price is higher 
than the lowest price, a buying desiring person is searched via a buying 
desiring person search routine (1104) . The presence or absence of a 
competition state is decided via a competition state decision routine 
(1106). When a competition state is confirmed, the competition state is 
eliminated via a competition elimination routine (1108). Then the commodity 
is distributed to its buying desiring person via a commodity distribution 
routine (1109) . When no commodities are available, the auction is over 
(1110). Thus, it is possible to perform an auction transaction even on an 
open network that is difficult to secure the online real time properties. 
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Computer-based auction mechanism design apparatus e.g. for continuous 
double auction, has processor to select auction mechanism within defined 
space of possible market mechctnisms, using genetic algorithm 

Patent Assignee: HEWLETT-PACKARD CO (HEWP ); CLIFF D T (CLIF-I) 

Inventor: CLIFF D T 

Number of Countries: 002 Number of Patents: 002 
Patent Family: 
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US 20030101130 Al 20030529 US 2002305462 A 20021126 200347 B 
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Abstract (Basic) : US 20030101130 Al 

NOVELTY - A processor defines a space of possible market 
mechanisms/ based on the probability of a seller making a quote and the 
probability of a buyer making a bid. The processor selects a market 
mechanism within the defined space, using a genetic algorithm to 
provide optimization of the market dynamic for the artificial trading 
agents . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for 
method for designing an auction mechanism. 

USE - For designing auction mechanism such as English auction 
(EA) , Dutch flower auction (DFA) , Vickery or second price sealed 
bid auction and continuous double auction (CDA) . 

ADVANTAGE - Provides optimization of market dynamic for the 
automated trading agents. Since the space of market mechanisms is 
continuously variable, evolution of infinite number of auction types is 
allowed. 

■ DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the marked place for 
designing auction mechanism, 
pp; 18 DwgNo 1/13 
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Online reverse auction method for purchase of vehicle, involves 
selecting successful seller based on bid from sellers, that is having 
discount rate greater than or equal to desired minimum discount rate of 
buyer 
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US 20030093355 Al 20030515 US 99373141 A 19990812 200347 B 

Priority Applications (No Type Date) : US 99373141 A 19990812 
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Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 
US 20030093355 Al 21 G06F-017/60 

Abstract (Basic) : US 20030093355 Al 

NOVELTY - A bid having a discount rate for specified items that are 
auctioned are received from several sellers and a commitment to buy 
an undiscounted specified item at minimum discount rate is received 
from a buyer participating in the auction . A successful seller of 
specified item is selected among the sellers based on the bid that is 
having discount rate greater than or equal to minimum discount rate 
specified by buyer. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following : 

(1) online reverse auction conducting web site; and 

(2) reverse auction system. 

USE - For conducting online reverse auction for purchase of goods 
such as motor vehicle, high definition television and providing several 
services . 

ADVANTAGE - Increases sales for sellers at the same time allows all 
consumers to receive products at reduced price from the same place 
they usually shop. Also the sellers achieve major, short-term sales 
target by offering a mass discount on the auctioned items. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
the online reverse auction process. 
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Reverse bidding competition method for on-line auction - provides a 
fair, mutually beneficial, and interesting on-line bidding process 

Patent Assignee: WANG J (WANG-I) 

Inventor: WANG J 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
Patent Family: 
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TW 484078 A G06F-017/60 

Abstract (Basic) : TW 484078 A 

NOVELTY - The present invention relates to a reverse bidding 
competition method for on-line auction . After entering a specific 
web-page and obtaining the bidding qualification via registration or 
other methods, the user performs a reverse bidding on a specific 
merchandise. In the bidding process, the merchandise supplier provides 
the merchandise market price and bidding base price, and the biding 
system sets the bidding competition time. When the bidding competition 
starts, the price of the auctioning merchandise is sequentially 
decreased in the bidding competition time. The bidder bids when the 
reduction of the price is desired. After the bidding competition 
time is reached, the bidding is automatically cancelled if no one gives 
a bidding. With the above design, it is able to provide a fair, 
mutually beneficial, and interesting on-line bidding method. 
DwgNo 1/1 
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Method for embodying intermediation business through card discount rate 

auction 
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Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

KR 2002057925 A 20020712 KR 200233756 A 20020617 200305 B 
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KR 2002057925 A 1 G06F-017/60 

Abstract (Basic) : KR 2002057925 A 

NOVELTY - A method for embodying an intermediation business through 
a card discount rate auction is provided to enable a buyer to 
purchase a commodity as a reduced price without exposing one * s 
personal information, enable a successful bidder to receive cash as a 
low interest rate, and enable an intermediator to obtain an 
intermediation commission by embodying an intermediation business. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - Buyers and bidders perform log-in processes 
in a homepage of an intermediator and register buyer information and 
bidder information in a buyer registration database and a bidder 
registration database of a main server. In addition, the buyers prepare 
a purchase application form, respectively, and the bidders prepare a 
bidding application form, respectively (SI) . A successful bidder 
selected through a discount rate auction system is registered in a 
successful bidder registration database, the successful bidder receives 
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a coimuodity price from a buyer and commodity information to be bought 
is informed to the successful bidder (S2). A commodity is bought by a 
card of the successful bidder and the commodity is delivered to an 
informed delivery place (S3). The buyer decides a receipt or a return of 
the received commodity and permits a cash transmission through a charge 
payment database ( S4 ) . The intermediator transmits cash to the 
successful bidder (S5). 
pp; 1 DwgNo 1/10 
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Online goods auctioning method through internet, involves submitting bids 
for buyer automatically, until current bid amount for buyer exceeds proxy 
bid amoiant 

Patent Assignee: TATGE J G (TATG-I) 

Inventor: TATGE J G 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
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Abstract (Basic) : US 20020138393 Al 

NOVELTY - A proxy bid amount greater than a current bid amount is 
entered into a computer memory for a buyer. Bids are automatically 
submitted such that the bid amount is incrementally greater than the 
current bid amount for the buyer, in response to another bidder gaining 
the controlling bid in the auction, until the auction is closed or the 
current bid amount exceeds the proxy bid amount. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is included for goods 
auctioning system. 

USE - For conducting on-line virtual auction including single-lot 
regular and reverse auction, multi-lot* regular and reverse auction, 
multi-lot and single-lot bid/ask auction and multi-lot Dutch auction 
, through internet . 

ADVANTAGE - Enables a buyer/seller to constantly update his bid 
without having to physically follow the bidding process in real time, 
as all the bids are automatically transmitted to the buyers and sellers 
in real-time. Also, eliminates any typing and associated errors, by 
allowing the buyers and sellers to change the bid amount to a desired 
bidding level graphically through the color bars. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows an over view of a 
computer network used for auctioning. 
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Portable information terminal e.g. mobile telephone for remote 
marketing, displays successful bid information of reverse auction , 
which is received from reverse auction provision server 
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Abstract (Basic) : JP 2002251542 A 

NOVELTY - The brand name of desired goods, and desired cost range 
are transmitted to a reverse auction provision server (4) which 
transmits the received data to respective stores. A notification unit 
notifies the approved store participating in the reverse auction , to 
the server (4). The mobile telephone (1) displays the successful bid 
information which is received from the reverse auction provision 
server. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION -INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are included for the 
following: 

(1) Reverse auction provision server; 

(2) Reverse auction participation device; and 

(3) Reverse auction provision method. 

USE - E.g. mobile telephone for remote marketing of goods. 

ADVANTAGE - Enables to purchase goods from the store where price i 
cheap, without the user visiting several stores and investigating the 
price . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
the reverse auction system. (Drawing includes non-English language 
text) . 

Mobile telephone (1) 

Reverse auction provision server (4) 
pp; 9 DwgNo 1/7 
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Interactive remote auction bidding system through communication 
network, senses bid acceptances utilizing data input devices and displays 
visual bid information to participants over network 

Patent Assignee: DINWOODIE D L (DINW-I) 

Inventor: DINWOODIE D L 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 
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Patent Details: 
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Abstract (Basic) : US 20020082980 Al 

NOVELTY - A data processor located at the auction site, generates 
bid information for transmitting to remote locations. A processor 
at the auction site monitors the participant's data input devices for 
sensing participant's bids generated by participant's data input 
device. A display device displays bid information for transmission to 
participants over the network. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is included for 
auction conducting method. 

USE - For conducting auction among bidders located at remote 
locations through communication network. 

ADVANTAGE - Enables individuals dispersed over a wide geographic 
area to participate in an auction without gathering at the auction 
site. Allows multiple bidders to participate in an auction without 
requiring large investment in a technical infrastructure at the 
buyers/bidders remote location. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the flowchart 
explaining the auction bidding process. 
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Ticket distribution method e.g. for live concert ticket, involves 
allocating tickets to distribution centers based on decreasing selling 
price auction distribution and previous auction distribution 
completion 
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Inventor: O'KEEFFE G M; O'REILLY W D 

Nuntber of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 

Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

US 20020082969 Al 20020627 US 2000742592 A 20001221 200263 B 

Priority Applications (No Type Date) : US 2000742592 A 20001221 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 
US 20020082969 Al 20 G06F-017/60 

Abstract (Basic): US 20020082969 Al 

NOVELTY - The event tickets allocated to respective distribution 
centers based on decreasing selling price auction distribution 
and previous auction distribution completion, are distributed to 
customers . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are included for the 
following: 

(1) Ticket pricing and distribution method; 

(2) Ticket distribution system; and 

(3) Ticket pricing and distribution system. 

USE - For distributing tickets of events e.g. sports, live concert, 
and other entertainment, to customers using Internet, etc, 

ADVANTAGE - The customers are encouraged to register for ticket 
distribution through website or phone by facilitating bidding at 
decreased selling price auction , thereby providing significant 
benefits for customers. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
the ticket distribution system. 
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Providing auction of real estate over the internet that enables 

auctions to be administered in most effective and least pressurized way 
Patent Assignee: AMES D (AMES-I); FISHER T (FISH-I); MOZLEY M (MOZL-I); 
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Priority Applications (No Type Date) : US 2001286824 P 20010427; US 

2001265144 P 20010129; US 200260851 A 20020129 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 
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US 20020123959 Al G06F-017/60 Provisional application US 2001265144 

■ Provisional application US 2001286824 

Abstract (Basic): WO 200261664 A2 

NOVELTY - A server device on a network posts a real estate property 
for auction . Several data items describing the real estate property 
for auction are acquired from a seller's remote device i.e. computer. 
The real estate property is made available at auction to a bidder 
remote device i.e. computer. A bid on the real estate property from 
a potential buyer is accepted for a set period. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is included for a 
system. 

USE - To provide a real estate auction system over the internet. 
ADVANTAGE - Enables auctions to be administered in most effective 
and least pressurized way. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The drawing shows a schematic diagram 
of the system used to implement the method, 
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Internet-based securities processing method involves analyzing stock 
purchase bidding details received from buyers, based on which agreement 
between seller and buyer is made 

Patent Assignee: INTERTRADE KK (INTE-N) 
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Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 
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Priority Applications (No Type Date) : JP 2000376675 A 20001106 
Patent Details: 
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NOVELTY - The conditions and price for liquidation of a Steele are 
provided through internet by a stock seller. The bidding price details 
for purchasing stock are received from several buyers and analyzed. An 
agreement between the buyer and seller for stock purchase, is made 
based on the analyzis result. 

USE - For processing securities such as stock, bonds for 
liquidation through internet. 

ADVANTAGE - Enables efficient dealing and reduces price 
fluctuations . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the entire block 
diagram of the securities auction system. (Drawing includes 
non-English language text) . 
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Real property project management method in network -based auction for 
civil construction projects, involves accessing real property project 
management information from source for conducting open competitive 
bidding process 

Patent Assignee: BJAAM ENVIRONMENTAL INC (BJAA-N) 

Inventor: KEMPE J; PAPA F; ROMITO A; URIAN B 

Number of Countries: 093 Number of Patents: 002 
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AU 200188578 A G06F-017/60 Based on patent WO 200225531 

Abstract (Basic) : WO 200225531 A2 

NOVELTY - The real property project management information are 
accessed from a source for conducting an open competitive bidding 
process. The competitive bidding process involves forward auction, 
reverse auction and dutch auction . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following : 

(a) Real property project management system; 

(b) Network enabled real property project management system 
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USE - For managing network-enabled real property project 
information to conduct network-based auction for civil construction 
projects. 

ADVANTAGE - Numerous projects can be tied together through computer 
network. The information regarding the projects are easily manageable. 
Any project participant is enabled to access the data. Allows quick and 
easy retrieval and manipulation. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the login screen for 
network-enable real property project management system. 
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Joint reverse auction system and method 
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Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

KR 2001111995 A 20011220 KR 200032803 A 20000614 200242 B 
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Abstract (Basic) : KR 2001111995 A 

NOVELTY - A joint reverse auction system and method are provided 
to reduce the price of an article by collecting purchasers and 
jointly applying for a reverse auction . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - A purchase application DB(9) stores 
information related to a purchase of articles such as personal 
information of purchasers, a period of collecting the purchasers, 
■ information related on an article to be purchased by the purchasers, 
the price of the article to be purchased. A purchase application 
management module (10) stores, adds and deletes the above information in 
the purchase application DB(9). A joint reverse auction applicant 
collection module (12) collects the purchasers who want to purchase the 
same article from the information stored in the purchase application 
DB(9). The purchasers collected in the joint reverse auction 
applicant collection module (12) applies for a reverse auction . 
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Abstract (Basic) : KR 2001087629 A 

NOVELTY - An event auction system is provided to accumulate 
points and to bet for decreasing a price offered by a successful 
bidder of a new commodity or secondhand goods. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - A member database ( 100 ) stores information of 
members, an accumulated amount of money, and a point amount of money. A 
commodity database (200) registers information of a commodity to be 
auctioned . An auction database ( 300 ) registers information of a 
commodity for an auction and information of a successful bidder. 
General participators ( 600 ) , a special participator ( 700 ) , and a talking 
room participator ( 800) are connected to an auction server(400). The 
auction server (400) includes a general participating service for 
betting an accumulated amount of money and a point amount of money and 
auctioning and' bidding commodities being registered in the commodity 
database (200) , and a special participating service for auctioning 
commodities being registered in the commodity database ( 200 ) by making a 
deposit of the accumulated amount of money and the point amount of 
money and providing a commodity to a successful bidder free if a 
bidding price is zero, 
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Priority Applications (No Type Date) : KR 200159294 A 20010925 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 
KR 2001106312 A 1 G06F-017/60 



Abstract (Basic) : KR 2001106312 A 

NOVELTY - A method for an on-line image auction using the 
Internet and a mobile mode is provided to enable a wholesaler to buy an 
actual commodity at any place and to reduce a circulating price and 
a delivery cost by transmitting an auction state of an auction room 
as images through the Internet in real time and informing a successful 
bid through a mobile terminal in real time. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - If a wholesaler connects to an auction 
managing server, the wholesaler is certified for a membership (220) by 
inputting an ID and password (S210) . The wholesaler selects an actual 
commodity to be bid out of current auctioning commodities. An 
auction managing control unit stores the corresponding bidding 
information of the wholesaler in a database for outputting the 
corresponding bidding information to other bidder, and reads a mobile 
terminal receiving number of an auction bidder and transmits the 
inputted bidding information (S230) . The auction is progressed by 
receiving information of other bidders, and if another bidder is not 
displayed any more, an auction manager inputs the successful bidding 
information in the mobile terminal and transmits the information to the 

auction managing server (S250-S260) . The auction managing control 
unit stores the successful bidding information of the corresponding 
auction in a database (S270) , and transmits and outputs the information 
to the successful bidder (wholesaler ) (S280-S290) . 
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Automated priority right auctioning system determines price of priority 
right associated with received bid information based on price information 
included in the received bid information 
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Abstract (Basic): US 20020023041 Al 

NOVELTY - A central computer (12) connected to a memory storing 
priority right database (17) and bid information records, receives and 
stores bid information records from several remote terminals 
(141-14n), when the received bid value exceeds a lowest acceptable bid 
value. A price for the priority right associated with the received bid 
information, is determined based on price information included in the 
received bid information. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for 
automated priority right auctioning method. 

USE - For conducting speciality auctions using computers. 

ADVANTAGE - Provides the participants with simple informative 
graphical standing bid information on the entire stock of available 
priority rights, allowing real-time bidding interaction for the 
priority rights without excluding potential purchasers. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
the automated priority right .auctioning system. 

Central computer (12) 

Remote terminals (141-14n) 

Priority right database (17) 
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Abstract (Basic) : KR 2001097183 A 

NOVELTY - A system for internet construction material stock 
auction and a method the same are provided to reduce supply price 
and distribution time of construction materials by inquiring a variety 
of construction materials on internet. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An operator server (10) is connected with a 
plurality of user interface (2) through internet (4), and controls a 
whole system. An -auction system server (20) processes a signal 
inputted from the plurality of user interf ace ( 2 ) . A data storage 
unit (30) stores information generated in processing an auction . A 
database (40) includes a membership database (42) which stores personal 
information of membership, an auction commodity database (44) which 
stores information of auction commodity, and an auction bid 
database (46) which stores information of auction bid. An auction 
program (50) processes the auction . 
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Internet based auction relay system transmits notice image information, 
bid information and bid reception form to each remote attendant 
through network 
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Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

JP 2002041864 A 20020208 JP 2000225147 A 20000726 200227 B 

Priority Applications (No Type Date) : JP 2000225147 A 20000726 
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Abstract (Basic): JP 2002041864 A 

NOVELTY - Production units produce notice image information about 
the auction hall from photographed image of hall, bid information 
about time transitions of bid amount and bid reception form (445) to 
input bid amount. A transmitting unit transmits the produced notice 
image information, bid information and the bid reception form to each 
remote attendant through internet. 

USE - Auction relay system using internet. 

ADVANTAGE - The remote attendant can participate in the auction 
along with on-site attendant through the internet, thus the amusement 
is enhanced and bid is promoted. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the auction relay 
page. (Drawing includes non-English language text). 

Bid reception form (445) 

pp; 15 DwgNo 9/10 

Title Terms: BASED; AUCTION ; RELAY; SYSTEM; TRANSMIT; NOTICE; IMAGE; 
INFORMATION; BID; INFORMATION; BID; RECEPTION; FORM; REMOTE; ATTEND; 



Bode Akintolal5-Oct-03 



THROUGH; NETWORK 
Derwent Class: TOl 

International Patent Class (Main) : G06F-017/60 
File Segment: EPI 



14/5/26 (Item 18 from file: 350) 

DIALOG (R) File 350: Derwent WPIX 

(c) 2003 Thomson Derwent. All rts. reserv. 

014391768 **Image available** 
WPI Acc No: 2002-212471/200227 
XRPX Acc No: N02-162435 

Price - reduction auction system using internet, updates bidding 

price information by reducing price of auction object, from 
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Abstract (Basic) : JP 2002041858 A 

NOVELTY - A bid receptor (2) receives the bid from a buyer. A 
communication unit (4) transmits the bidding price information stored 
in a memory (3) to the buyer terminal. An updating unit (5) updates the 

price information, by reducing the bidding price of the object 
from the beginning of the auction . 

USE - Price - reduction auction system through internet. 

ADVANTAGE - As the price is reduced gradually, a buyer can 
perform the bidding and acquire an object reliably, 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
the price - reduction auction system. (Drawing includes non-English 
language text) . 

Bid receptor ( 2 ) 

Memory (3) 

Communication unit (4) 
Updating unit (5) 
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data, to determine termination of auction 
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Number of Countries: 096 Number of Patents: 003 
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Abstract (Basic) : GB 2363483 A 

NOVELTY - A receiver receives bid data from a bidder terminal (100) 
during auction . A processor (500) periodically decrements current 
auction price and updates stored highest bid data, if received bid 
is above the highest bid. The termination of auction for a lot is 
determined, when the highest bid matches the current auction price. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following; 

(a) Auction terminal; 

(b) Auction method; 

(c) Bidding method using auction terminal; * 
. Auction control program; 

Storage medium storing auction control program; 
Auction server for implementing auction 
USE - For electronic auction through Internet, intranet, 
extranet . 

ADVANTAGE - Allows bidders to place speculative bids. The lots are 
placed at unrealistic high starting price, providing enhanced auction 
control. The bidders are notified about the start and end of auction , 
reliably. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the electronic 
auction processing system. 
Bidder terminal (100) 
Processor (500) 
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Commodity, goods, securities or services auction / bidding system for 
remote user access through a network such as the Internet, using server 
database and optimization program to store process data and calculate 
winning bids 

Patent Assignee: PATHAK S (PATH-I) 

Inventor: PATHAK S 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

US 20020016760 Al 20020207 US 2000216711 P 20000707 200226 B 

US 2001901021 A 20010710 

Priority Applications (No Type Date): US 2000216711 P 20000707; US 

2001901021 A 20010710 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 

US 20020016760 Al 15 G06F-017/60 Provisional application US 2000216711 

Abstract (Basic) : US 20020016760 Al 

NOVELTY - A method for sellers and buyers to trade dissimilar 
products, using a data processing .site with at least one server 
designed for servicing a number of clients, which has the capability to 
participate in various trades where the trading is of a number of 
dissimilar products at a specified time and quantity that are available 
for trade. The server has an optimization program to process the data 
and calculate the winning bids . It also cooperates with a database to 
store the data and the seller/buyer clients access the server from 
their terminals to trade their products. 

USE - Auction /bidding system for sale of products, goods or 
'services and trading in stocks bonds and securities over a network such 
as the Internet. 

ADVANTAGE - Enables a combination of products to be exchanged among 
market participants and for businesses trying to dispose products it 
will result in higher revenue for the seller and at the same time 
satisfies the buyer. Also for businesses trying to acquire products it 
will result in lowering the cost of procuring products and at the same 
time satisfies sellers. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - Auction /bidding system overview 
diagram. 
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Patent Assignee: PARK E S (PARK-I) 
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Patent Family; 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

KR 2001093016 A 20011027 KR 200015816 A 20000328 200224 B 

Priority Applications (No Type Date): KR 200015816 A 20000328 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 
KR 2001093016 A 1 G06F-017/60 

Abstract (Basic) : KR 2001093016 A 

NOVELTY - A common dutch auction method on a computer network 
is provided to enable a purchaser to buy a product at an inexpensive 
price by maintaining the quantity of specific products for unspecified 
numbers of the general purchasers, and by purchasing the products from 
a seller through a dutch auction . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - A purchaser who wants to buy products 
connects to an auction server and inputs the number of the products to 
the auction server. The auction server accumulates and registers the 
number of the product s (SIO) . A seller who wants to sell products by 
dutch auction operates the seller's computer and connects to the 
auction server. In case that the seller inputs bidding prices for 
products to be sold to the auction server, the auction server registers 
the prices in real time(S20). Successful bidders and quantities are 
determined (330) . The auction server notifies purchasers and sellers 
determined as the successful bidders ( S40 ) . 
pp; 1 DwgNo 1/10 
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Descending bid auction system sells item to buyer, if auction price 
reaches bid amount registered by buyer before auction 
Patent Assignee: OES INC (OESO-N) ; HOGENDOORN P (HOGE-I) 
Inventor: HOGENDOORN P 

Number of Countries: 002 Number of Patents: 002 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind' Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 
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Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 

US 20020007339 Al ^ 7 G06F-017/60 Provisional application US 2000217946 

CA 2350994 Al E G06F-017/60 

Abstract (Basic) : US 20020007339 Al 

NOVELTY - A pricing device (22) decrements the auction price 
of an item. A reserved bidding device (38) allows a buyer to register 
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the bid amount before auction . A bid processor (40) determines 
whether the auction price reaches the amount registered by the buyer. 
If so, the item is sold to concerned buyer. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following: 

(a) Descending price auction conducting method; 

(b) Remote bidding facilitating device 
USE - Descending bid auction system. 

ADVANTAGE - By permitting the potential buyers to preregister the 
bids, competitive bid is enabled during auction cycle and greater 
participation with more convenience and less stress is enabled. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the schematic 
illustration of descending price auction system. 

Pricing device (22) 

Reserved bidding device (38) 

Bid processor (40) 

pp; 7 DwgNo 1/2 
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NOVELTY - The method involves preparing an auction object storing 
element for being input and storing information about an auction 
object of a seller. An auction price store stores a seller request 
auction price of the object. An auction proceeding information store 
stores auction time on a server of an auction site. Relevant 
information is stored in all of the above after the seller contacts the 
auction site with an auction request. 

The data stored in the auction store, the price store and the 
auction proceeding store at the present time is reported. The auction 

object is subject to bidding for the auction period. The auction 
object is awarded to a buyer who clicks a bid button first. 

USE - For e-commerce. For quick auction where stress is placed on 
auction start time and selling price is lowered in accordance with 
time interval price fall range. 

ADVANTAGE - Provides equal opportunities for buyer and seller by 
allowing seller to present sell price which is reduced until buy 
price is selected by buyer. Auction object may be sold quickly by 
proceeding with auction at specific start time. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows an automatic price 
fall auction method. 
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Method for internet auction through lottery selling 

Patent Assignee: KIM B S (KIMB-I) 
Inventor: KIM B S 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
Patent Family: 
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Patent Details: 
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Abstract (Basic) : KR 2001077147 A 

NOVELTY - A method for an Internet auction through a lottery 
selling is provided to supply an auction commodity to an auction 
lottery winner by issuing auction lotteries automatically using a 
computer based on an initial price and an issuing face value of an 
auction commodity and deciding a prize winner being linked to a house 
lottery first prize winning number. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An initial price and an issuing face value 
of an auction commodity are decided. Auction lotteries corresponded 
to the auction commodity and all contents are issued in accordance 
with the decided initial price and the issuing face value of the 
auction commodity. If buyers pay the money, lottery numbers are 
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embodied to the buyers respectively and the lottery numbers are 
notified and managed. An auction price may be decreased by a 
client while the auction lotteries are sold according to the 
corresponding auction commodity. An auction lottery winner is 
decided by being linked to a house lottery first prize winning number. 
The auction commodity is supplied to an auction lottery winner, 
pp; 1 DwgNo 1/10 
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Online arrangement for sale by auction of identical goods, especially 
financial securities in an initial public offering, with each bidder 
bidding online in an auction with several rounds so that the received 
price is maximized 

Patent Assignee: CAPITAL AUCTION (CAPI-N) ; GATTY J (GATT-I) 

Inventor: GATTY J 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
Patent Family: 
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Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 

FR 2808355 Al 46 G06F-017/60 Add to application FR 20005538 
Abstract (Basic) : FR 2808355 Al 

NOVELTY - Device comprises a network arrangement for receipt of 
bids, processing computer for processing bids received in each round of 
an auction , and arrangement for informing bidders of the amount of 
goods received by each bidder in the preceding round, but not the 
lowest and highest prices offered by the successful bidders. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is made for a computer 
system comprising a server, a network and clients connecting to the 
server along with authentication and payments steps. 

USE - The invention relates particularly .to initial public 
offerings in which a number of buyers make bids for shares in a company 
and receive allocations according to their offers at a range of prices 
over a number of auction rounds . 

ADVANTAGE - The price received for shares offered is maximized with 
the price received in the final auction round being higher than that 
received in the first round. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - Figure shows a schematic view of the 
invention system. 

server (10) 

bidders. (20, 22, 24, 26) 
pp; 4 6 DwgNo 1/9 
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Abstract (Basic) : WO 200182025 A2 

NOVELTY - Method consists in the auction server receiving the 
seller start price, transferring it to the buyer interface, reducing 
the start price by a set random amount if no bid is made for a set 
time, receiving the bid information and using the server to select the 
successful bidder. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - There is an INDEPENDENT CLAIM for an 
auction system. 

USE - Method is for computerized auction bidding. 

ADVANTAGE - Method automatically adjusts the opening price after 
the start of an auction if a bid is not made within a predetermined 
time. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows operation of the 
automatic price raising module, 
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Patent Family: 
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Abstract (Basic) : JP 2001229304 A 

NOVELTY - Bidders are guided by an assessment mechanism (4) that 
assesses the goods for auction in internet (3) . Based on assessed 
value, transaction of goods and price delivery are enabled. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for 
internet auction system. 

USE - For auction of goods like trees, plant, vehicles like moto 
vehicle, bicycle, bus, car, watercraft, electric tram, air plane, 
personal computer, server, large sized machines, goods and items for 
decorative purposes and for auction of land, real estate, apartment 
buildings, residence, fine art goods like jewelry, business machine, 
cooking appliance, household furnitures, picture, prints, bag, leather 
product, clothes, suits, accessories, tickets like travel ticket, air 
and ship ticket. Czar ticket, coupon ticket, domestic electric product 
like audio equipment, light and other appliances, alcoholic drinks, pe 
animal, surf board, sale board, toy, glass device, bath tub, ceramic 
closets, Buddhist altar, monuments like statues and clock, right of 
lease of domain name, trade mark, intellectual property, non-listed 
stocks, enterprise, cemetry, genes, cap, shoes, fishing tackle, camera 
video equipment, outdoor articles, AIBO, electronic pets, racket, 
guitar, piano, electronic organs, treasure goods, musical instrument, 
medicine, accessories, goods of famous man, rights of individuals like 
golf member and resort member, telephone subscription rights, fishing 
rights, automatic vending machine, depreciation properties like 
reservation of hotel on a specific day, non-redeeming properties like 
immaterial property, material property, annual fee, deposit 
authorization and study expense negotiation, etc., on internet. 

ADVANTAGE - Enables trust worthy auction of goods and selling 
price collection. Expensive goods price reduction is enabled to 
increase public welfare. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
internet auction system. (Drawing includes non-English language 
text) . 

Internet (3) 

Assessment mechanism (4) ■ 
pp; 14 DwgNo 1/3 
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Internet auction method for new issue of securities involves bid 
mechanism that rewards bidders for revealing bids early, allocates 
securities at single price that sells out securities and allows bidders 
to monitor auction in real time 
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Abstract (Basic): WO 200165908 A2 

NOVELTY - Early bidders more likely to be awarded securities. 
Bidder enters public and final bid with different spreads. There is 
maximum difference between public and final bid. Bidders can see state 
of auction as determined by public bids. Auction is open Dutch 
auction . Winners pay single market price that sells out securities. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are included for: 

1- A server implementing the described auction method. 

1. Stored computer software implementing the described auction 
method. 

USE - As a method of conducting an auction of new issue of 
securities over the Internet (claimed) . 

ADVANTAGE - Improves transparency of price setting process. Helps 
eliminate distrust between bidders and those selling the securities. 
Reduces the special interest money involved. 
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Method for conducting a modified on-line auction process involves 
conducting on-line auction for item when sum of purchases of rights to 
bid is at least equal to minimum price of item 

Patent Assignee: VANBERG & DEWULF (VANB-N) 

Inventor: FEINBERG D A 

Number of Countries: 093 Number of Patents: 003 
Patent Family: 
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AU 200138053 A G06F-017/60 Based on patent WO 200159658 

US 6366891 Bl G06F-017/60 Provisional application US 2000180947 

Abstract (Basic): WO 200159658 Al 

NOVELTY - The minimum price for selling an item is stored in a 
computer system. The requests to purchase rights to bid for the item 
are received at the computer system. The requests to purchase rights to 
bid are fulfilled using the computer system. The computer system 
conducts an on-line auction for the item, when the determined sum of 
purchases of rights to bid is at least equal to the minimum price of 
the item. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
. following: 

(a) a method for participating in a modified auction ; 

(b) a system for conducting a modified auction on a network; 

(c) and an apparatus for conducting a modified auction on a 
network. 

USE - Used for conducting a modified on=line auction process. 

ADVANTAGE - Prevents the auction price from becoming too high. 
Allows the interests of many customers to be aggregated in order to 
reduce the sale price of an item. Enables conducting an auction 
• for a very short period of time which maximizes the excitement and 
prevents the price from rising too high. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the flowchart of the 
method for conducting a modified on-line auction process. 
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Automated event ticket auctioning system used in Internet, has central 
computer connected to memory to determine ticket price for each 
particular seat associated with stored and received bid information 

Patent Assignee: BRETT K F (BRET-I) 

Inventor: BRETT K F 
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EP 1257941 Al E G06F-017/60 Based on patent WO 200159649 

Designated States (Regional): AL AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT 

LI LT LU LV MC MK NL PT RO SE SI 
JP 2003523019 W 48 G06F-017/60 Based on patent WO 200159649 

Abstract (Basic): WO 200159649 Al 

NOVELTY - A central computer (12), connected to a memo;ry, 
determines the ticket price for each particular' seat associated with a 
stored and received bid information based on a bid price information 
depending on the lowest acceptable bid value corresponding to a 
received section information. The bid information is received from a 
remote terminal (141-14n) through a communication system (13). 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - The memory storeys the previously accepted 
bid information records individually having an ID information, section 
information, quantity information and bid price information. An 
INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for an automated ticket auctioning 
method. 

USE - Used in Internet. 
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ADVANTAGE - EnalDles unlimited number of participants to gain 
simultaneous access to desired event ticket. Ensures large sales of 
tickets in short time. Allows real-time bidding interaction. Offers 
simple automated event ticket auctioning system. Updates and displays 
new bid standing order. Provides incentives to bidders if bid is placed 
in advance of auction closing. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
an automated event ticket auctioning system. 

Central computer (12) 

Communication system (13) 

Remote terminal (141-14n) 
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On-line auction method for product sales, involves providing dynamic 
feedback to potential buyers during auction and registering buyers for 
automated payment of purchased product at current price 
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Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
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US 20010009005 Al 18 G06F-017/60 Div ex application US 96703036 

Cont of application US 99264865 
Div ex patent US 5890138 

Abstract (Basic) : US 20010009005 Al 

NOVELTY - Information about products to be auctioned are stored 
in a database. The current price of the product is displayed, during 
auction . As the auction time decreases , the price of the product 
is decreased. The product quantity is decreased if any product is 
purchased by the potential buyer. Dynamic feedback of auction is 
provided to the buyer. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An actuation control for instructing the web 
site to purchase the products at current price is also provided to the 
buyer. Once the purchase is made, the buyer is registered for automated 
payment of the product. An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for a web 
site for on-line auctioning of product. 

USE - For on-line product sales. 
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ADVANTAGE - Allows the users to participate in auction and 
provides real time dynamic feedback of sales as they are indicated many 
times, within last minutes of auction , thereby provides an excitement 
for purchasing the products. The authorization of the purchase is 
immediately confirmed to the user, due to dynamic feedback. The dynamic 
feedback also reduces complexity in transaction during the auction by 
elimination. The user can commit to purchase the product after knowing 
the entire costs. The user is excluded from the auction process once 
he purchased the product, thus the least price is not known to the 
user. The auction system tracks the price demand nature of the 
product to provide marketing information to manufacturers. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the logic processing 
for dealing with an user at the web site. 
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Cont of application US 99440584 
Cont of patent US 6415270 

Abstract (Basic) : WO 200118738 Al 

NOVELTY - The multi- auction service (30) detects whether at least 
one bid for an item is received for the remote auction service (14). 
The remote auction service that should receive replicated bid is 
determined. Replicated bids are then transmitted to determined 
remote auction services. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following: 

(a) Network system to coordinate the sale of an item to optimal 
bidder across remote auction services; 

(b) Method for allowing communication of bidders with multi- 
auction services 

USE - For coordinating auction bidders through networks such as 
Internet . 

ADVANTAGE - Since replicated bids are transmitted to remote 
auction service that does not receive bid for an item, this technology 
assures that when auctions are closed, the winning bid is the same at 
all sites, at each bidder has right to purchase the item is satisfied, 
moreover price will rise, because bidders must competed with bidders of 
not. only that site but all other sites, the seller thus gains the 
visibility for item and has potential to receive highest ultimate 
price . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the components • of the 
auction coordinating system. 

Remote auction service (14) 
Multi- auction service (30) 
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Computer implemented auction process in which bids are entered and 
accepted if only one bid is offered for an item which is determined by 
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Designated States (Regional) : AL AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT 

LI LT LU LV MC MK NL FT RO SE SI 

Abstract (Basic) : EP 1054336 A2 

NOVELTY - Oil shipped into different locations or licensing rights 
to perform an activity a different locations or securities having 
different durations or goods with slightly different characteristics 
making them only imperfect substitutes may be auctioned by computer 
using rules established for the purpose. Goods are sold to a bidder if 
there is only one bid for the item in question and the computer may 
continue the bidding rounds until each item to be auctioned has 
received only a single bid in a given auction round. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is included for a 
computer implementing an auction process. 

USE - Conducting auctions . 

ADVANTAGE - The auction is conducted efficiently because the 
rules avoid problems such as all identical items selling at a uniform 
price reached at the end ^ of the auction and bidders engaging in 
demand reduction to manipulate prices . 
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Online bidding session conducting auction computer, has processor which 
determines each group's total bid by accumulating bids received from 
bidders and stores determined total bid in database 

Patent Assignee: HEALTH HERO NETWORK INC (HEAL-N) 

Inventor: BROWN S J 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
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Priority Applications (No Type Date): US 9892604 A 19980605; US 99304446 A 

19990503 
Patent Details: 

Patent No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 

US 6167386 A 15 G06F-017/60 Cont of application US 9892604 

Cont of patent US 6023686 

.Abstract (Basic): US 6167386 A 

NOVELTY - A database (14) stores previously registered bidding 
groups where each group has a list of associated bidders. Communication 
lines (24) receive bids for a property from bidder's remote computers 
(30) and transmits received bids to processor. The processor 
determines each group's total bid by accumulating received bids which 
are included in group's list and stores the determined total bid in the 
database . 

USE - For sale of highly valued properties like fine art, 
collectibles, real estate, luxury items, etc. 

ADVANTAGE - Increasing the number of participants in the bidding 
session and providing a collective list* of bids to a property, are 
achieved by determining each property's total bid by accumulating the 
received bids which are included in the group's list. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram 
illustrating the creation of a bidder account. 

Database (14) 

Communication lines (24) 

Bidder's remote computers (30) 
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Abstract (Basic) : WO 200182165 Al 

NOVELTY - Goods information and their corresponding bidding data 
are stored in respective databases. When a client offers a tender for 
product, based on stored bidding data, winner is selected. A collection 
device collects the bidding charge from every client and deducts 
bidding charge from bidding price quoted by winner. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for 
computerized auction method. 

USE - For auction of morphological products such as desk, chair, 
etc., immobile property such as building real estate and intellectual 
property such as patent right, utility model right, design right, 
trademark right, copyright, appointments such as treating prominent 
people to lunch, through Internet. 

ADVANTAGE - As bidding price is reduced using collected 
charges, the probability of earning money from a higher bidding price 
is increased. Also successful bidder receives auction goods freely, 
when large amount of bidding charges are collected from number of 
bidders . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the outline of 
auction system. 
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Abstract (Basic) : WO 200171580 Al 

NOVELTY - A higher-price-accumulated purchase quantity obtained by 
summing the purchase quantities at and above the purchase price, is 
displayed. A higher-price-accumulated purchase quantity selected, by a 
seller (20) is accepted. A transaction between seller and all the 
buyers related to the selected quantity is consuminated. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for 
the following: 

(a) Bi-directional auctioning apparatus; 

(b) Goods transaction method; 

(c) Goods transaction apparatus; 

(d) Purchase offer registration information provision method; 

(e) Purchase offer registration information provision apparatus; 

(f) Storage medium for bi-directional auctioning method program 

code 

USE - For bi-directional auctioning using computer network, used 
for electronic commercial transactions in shopping mall. 

ADVANTAGE - Achieves mass sales and reduction of purchase price 
/ by allowing sellers to make selling offers competitively according to 
their sales strategy. Achieves a complete free market competition 
principle on the Internet by allowing groups of sellers and buyers to 
determine a purchase price synergist ically through mutual competition. 
Obtains different purchase prices for a specific goods model along with 
higher-price-accumulated purchase quantity for the sellers through 
Internet. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows a schematic view of 
the bi-directional auctioning method using computer network. 
Seller (20) 
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Abstract (Basic) : WO 200171579 Al 

NOVELTY - Several selling prices for a goods model and each 
corresponding selling quantities are input. A lower price selling 
quantity obtained by summing the selling quantities at and below the 
purchase price, is displayed for several selling prices. A lower price 
selling quantity selected by a buyer (20) is input. Transaction is 
confirmed between the buyer and all sellers related to the selected 
quantity . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following: 

(a) Bi-directional goods auctioning apparatus; 

(b) Goods transaction method; 

(c) Goods transaction apparatus; 

(d) Selling offer registration information provision method; 

(e) Selling offer registration information ' provision apparatus; 

(f) Recording medium with bi-directional goods auctioning program 
USE - For performing bi-directional auctioning of goods such as 

farm and marine products, stocks or bonds using computer network in 
electronic commercial transactions . 

ADVANTAGE - Achieves mass sales and reduction of selling prices 
due to mass sales simultaneously, by allowing buyer to make purchase 
offers competitively according to their own purchase strategy. Achieves 
a complete free market competition principle on the Internet by 
involving groups of sellers and buyers to determine a selling price 
synergistically through mutual competition. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure explains the bi-directional 
auctioning method using computer network. 

Buyer (20) 
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Abstract (Basic) : WO 200058896 A2 

NOVELTY - A net present bid value is generated using net present 
value bid information received from bidder, which represents sum of 
series of payments over contract term segments discounted to present 
value using preset structure. The net present value bid information 
enabling bidders to view relative comparison of net present value bids 
submitted by them, is transmitted to the bidders. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - The net present value bid information 
includes multi-segment bidding parameters defining pattern of payments 
over several contact term segments. The parameters are unit bid, 
contract length, contract quantity, price value and price reduction 
value. INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the following: 

(a) system for conducting electronic online auction ; 

(b) method for participating in electronic online auction ; 

(c) computer program product 

USE - For e.g. conducting business-to-business bidding auctions 
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for industrial purchasers. 

ADVANTAGE - Increases competitive dimensions upon which auctipns 
is run by incorporating time value of money into bidding process. Since 
time value of money is considered, a bidder offering steeper discounts 
in early years of multiple year contract look relatively more 
attractive than bidder whose discounts are offered in later years. The 
net present value methodology reduces all possible options over 
multiple years to one number for comparison purposes. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the calculation of 
total net present value bid using base year bid, quantity and annual 
percentage discounts. 
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Abstract (Basic) : WO 200058894 A2 

NOVELTY - A selection of a purchase transaction for a first item 
is received . An auction for a second item, which is related to the 
first item, is identified. A display description, which includes 
information for conducting the purchase transaction for the first item 
and information related to the identified auction , is generated. The 
display description enables the user to view the included information. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following : 

(a) a display description generating method; 
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(b) an auction identifying method; 

(c) a cross advertising information specifying method; 

(d) a computer-readable medium. 

USE - For computer network e.g. Internet used to conduct electronic 
commerce . 

ADVANTAGE - Facilitates dissemination of information needed to make 
more fully informed buy and sell decisions', thus user can easily locate 
all the information needed to make a fully informed buy or sell 
decision . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
an electronic commerce system, 
pp; 43 DwgNo 5/13 
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Abstract (Basic) : WO 200039735 A2 

NOVELTY - Several nodes are configured to filter 
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from remote users (428-437) based on state information received from 
the auction server (404). The filtering process prevents bid messages 
that does not affect the state of an auction , from unnecessarily 
being passed to the auction server. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An auction server maintains real time 
auction state information based on bid messages from remote users. 
Several nodes (418,420,422,424) are coupled between the auction 
-server and the remote users. The nodes are configured to pass auction 
state information from the auction server to the remote users and 
to pass bid messages from remote users to the auction server. An 
INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for method of reducing load on 
auction server. 

USE - For conducting real time auctions in-whole or in-part over 
a computer network. 

ADVANTAGE - Provides an efficient extremely fast medium for 
distributing status information about an auction to a large number of 

remote bidders and for collecting bids from remote bidders and 
presenting them to the auctioneer . Provides a method for bringing the 
excitement and time efficiency of a live auction to remote bidders 
over the internet. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the basic system 
architecture of the distributed live auction (DLA) system. 
Auction server (404) 

Nodes (418, 4 20, 422, 4 24) 

Remote users (428-437) 
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Abstract (Basic) : US 6058417 A 

NOVELTY - Registration web pages are output to remote seller 
computers via network. The registration including product description, 
URL indicating location of product image, location of seller computer 
and image in predefined source image format, are received for product 
from seller computers. Based on received URL, images are retrieved and 
manipulated to produce new images of specific size and format. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - A registration web page includes product 
description computer over the network. A first registration which 
includes product description, universal resource locator (URL) 
indicating location of image of first product, just location referring 
first seller computer or third computer on network and first image 
being in one of plurality of predetermined source image format is 
received over network from just sellers computer. The registration web 
page is presented to remote second seller computer over the network. A 
second registration which includes product description, URL indicating 
location of image of second product, second location referring second 
seller computer or fourth computer on network and second image being is 
one of p'lurality of predetermined source image formats is received over 
network from second seller computers. The first image is retrieved 
based on just received URL and first new image of predetermined 
size and format is produced by manipulating just image. The second 
image which is then retrieved based on second received URL is then 
manipulated to produce second new image of predetermined size and 
format. Both the sizes and formats of thumbnail image is the same. 

USE - For information presentation and management in online trading 
environment such as online slopping site, online auctioning site, 
online e-commerce site, online person to person trading site, etc. 

ADVANTAGE - The seller does not provide image in particular format 
or size as it is transformed automatically to appropriate format for 
use with the system. The prospective purchases need not navigate to 
separate web page for each item as new images for multiple items are 
aggregated into web page to allow quick preview by prospective 
purchase. After new image is loaded into virtual address space disk 
input /output is avoided for subsequent access hence speed at which 
image is served to clients is increased. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
interaction among various devices. 
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Abstract (Basic): WO 9963461 Al 

NOVELTY - A processor (26) at auction site (14) generates bid 
information and displays it on a video display (32) . A dual tone 
multif requency receiver/processor monitors the telephone network for 
bid data and captures bidder bid acceptances until a final bid is 
accepted. The displayed information is read by a broadcaster system 
(34) and is then transmitted to each remote location (12) through a 
network (16) . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - The information produced by the processor 
are such as request command, current command, bidder information, 
location of bidder and lot number. During auction , the request 
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command and current command are displayed as numerous foreign currency 
denominations. An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for the method of 
conducting an auction in real-time. 

USE - For bidders located at remote places to participate in 
auction on real-time basis. 

ADVANTAGE - Participants will be able to effectively interact with 
a see current information on auction process as if the participants 
are actually present at auction site. Provides simple, low cost 
communication vehicle for participating in auction . 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of 
an interactive remote auction bidding system. 

Remote location (12) 
Auction site (14 ) 

Network (16) 

Processor (26) 

Video display (32) 

System (34) 
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us 5794219 A 14 G06F-017/60 

Abstract (Basic): US 5794219 A 

The method involves registering a number of bidding groups having 
total bid in a central computer. Then bids entered from the remote 
computers are received by the central computer. Each bid includes a bid 
amount and bid designation. The bid designation indicates a particular 
group among the bidding groups. 

Each bid amount is then contributed to the total bid of the 
selected group. To all the bidders, a graphical picture and a 
description of current item being auctioned are displayed. Then, a 
group having largest total bid at the end of the bidding session is 
declared as the winning group. 

USE - For various association, institution and museum. 

ADVANTAGE - Permits individual bidders to pool their bids for 
desired item. Displays updated bid information in real time for 
bidders. Increases amount of funds of charity. Increases number of 
participant. Avoids use of only internet and modem. 
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the site of a live auction . This system records bids from remote 
bidders and simultaneously transmits the current high bid from the floor 
of the physical auction to the terminals of the remote bidders.. 
However, this patent does not disclose or suggest... a certain sales 
volume is not achieved in a specified period of time, the electronic 
auction system automatically reduces the price by a predetermined 
amount or a predetermined percentage of the price and updates the 
merchandise . . . 

...a certain sales volume is not achieved in a specified period of time, 
the electronic auction system automatically reduces the price by a 
set amount or a set percentage and updates the merchandise catalog page 
accordingly. . . 
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... and the offeror being the author of the dictated voice data files. 

The item at auction is offered via. the offer registration means 56 
by 
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... on behalf of bidders who submit bids with values corresponding to the 
maximum acceptable purchase price . This reduces the amount of 
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required to determine the at least one auction winner. It also allows 
the identity of the at least one winner to" be determined. the bid. 

No further bids are received until the price of the item in the auction 
falls to E5. At this value, a second bidder 92 registers a bid . This 
can either be done interactively by the second bidder 92, or it may be... 
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... as there are delays in the communication of the last bid and receipt 
of that remote bid at the auction location. This delay may then 
create an unfair situation for the remote bidder. 

Even when. . . 



18/3, K/11 (Item 5 from file: 34 9) 

DIALOG (R) File 34 9: PCT FULLTEXT 

(c) 2003 WIPO/Univentio. All rts . reserv. 

00961511 **Image available** 

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR POOLED ELECTRONIC PURCHASING 
SYSTEME ET PROCEDE POUR ACHATS ELECTRONIQUES GROUPES 

Patent Applicant/Inventor: 

KWEI David Wah Hao, 4/50 Leicester Street, Carlton, VIC 3053, AU, AU 
(Residence), AU (Nationality) 

Patent and Priority Information (Country, Number, Date) : 

Patent: WO 200295635 Al 20021128 (WO 0295635) 

Application: WO 2002AU623 20020520 (PCT/WO AU0200623) 

Priority Application: AU 20015133 20010521 

Designated States: AE AG AL AM AT AU AZ BA BB BG BR BY BZ CA CH CN CO CR CU 
CZ DE DK DM DZ EC EE ES FI GB GD GE GH GM HR HU ID IL IN IS JP KE KG KP 
KR KZ LC LK LR LS LT LU LV MA MD MG MK MN MW MX MZ NO NZ OM PH PL PT RO 
RU SD SE SG SI SK SL TJ TM TN TR TT TZ UA UG US UZ VN YU ZA ZM ZW 
(EP) AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LU MC NL PT SE TR 
(OA) BF BJ CF CG CI CM GA GN GQ GW ML MR NE SN TD TG 
(AP) GH GM KE LS MW MZ SD SL SZ TZ UG ZM ZW 
(EA) AM AZ BY KG KZ MD RU TJ TM 

Publication Language: English 

Filing Language: English 

Fulltext Word Count: 14742 



Bode Akintolal5-Oct-03 



Main International Patent Class: G06F-017/60 
Fulltext Availability: 
Detailed Description 

Detailed Description 

from multiple members of an auction consortium during a bidding 
session at an on-line auction . A central computer coordinates the 
registration of bidding groups, and then combines the bids from the 
individuals in the consortium. Traditionally, bidders in... 
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network, wherein the suppliers offer raw products used for producing 
the goods at a predetermined price , the price decreasing as a 
function of time during a predetermined duration. 

82 A system for a reverse auction in a supply chain management 

framework, 

comprising : 

a) logic for receiving data from a plurality... 
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the buyer selects an article for bids based on the 
information. After that, the buyer registers a bidding price for the 
selected article to the auction server. Through the above processes, 
the 

auction server receives bidding prices from buyers who want... a seller 
to register an article on sale and a buyer to put in a bid for the 

registered article. Particularly, the auction server 30 has a 
function of 

automatically switching the bulletin board mode of the auction,.. 
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. . , ' auctions, as described at their world-wide web site 

http://www.ebay.com. In this' auction system, bidders also register 
and submit bids through the Internet. Items for sale are graphically 
displayed on the bidders' screens, in addition... 

...Line Auction" at their world-wide web site http://www.christies.com. In 
Christie's auction , bidders register and submit bids in the same 
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MKBAPOOl-P 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION " 

A system, method and computer program product are provided. sales volume 
is not achieved in a specified period of time, the I 0 electronic 
auction system automatically reduces the price by a predetermined 
amount or a predetermined percentage of the price and updates the 
merchandise ... a certain sales volume is not achieved in a specified 
period of time, the electronic auction system automatically reduces 
the price by a set amount or a set percentage and updates the 
merchandise catalog page accordingly. . . 
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... it, automatically customizing itself according to the site and login 
user id in situ. 

The auction management engine handles both spread and price-based 
selling vehicles, and maintains session persistence with the remote 
Bid Ladder applets in order that the ordinarily stateless Internet 
connection does not time out due... 
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For example, a reverseauction model has been developed that creates 
e-markets by allowing the price to dynamically decrease , until the 
auction closes. This model is conducive to electronic auctions for 
various goods or services, such as when a seller may be a potential 
supplier. . . 
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download a video clip of the pre-sale exhibition and saleroom 
(called the "exhibition tour") 

register to bid in the sale 
The invention provides the auction house with a "cyber-clerk" , the 
site's equivalent of the auction house clerk who... to bid. 

Finally, a "post-sale" function allows auctioneers to re-enter items in 

an auction . After the sale, users will thus have another chance to 

register and bid . 

1 o How the bidding system works 

The system of bidding in real time is... 
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Detailed Description 

one embodiment, the selected option may comprise a bid on an item in a 
reward auction , in which the bid is 
14 

registered to the consumer and the transaction value comprises a bid 
fee. If the user wins... 
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lower priced items than higher prices items, 
1 0 primarily because the consumer demand for auctions reduces as the 
price of the auctioned items increases. 

Mercata offers a Business-to-Consumer (132C) model that aggregates 
consumer buyers who. . . 
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allows the ShopLive application to process bids for products by 
shoppers during live or dynamic auctions . The function monitors bids 
from registrants communicate bids to merchants during the auction 
and manage notifications to shoppers of bid results. 
The process auction purchase function 2418 allows... 
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. . . program routines that are 

continuously executed under the control of an operating system in the 
auction server application 111 and thus automate the registration 
and bidding process. 

The registration process of a prospective user of the auction and 
trade service is undertaken requiring 
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auction price rises according to the size of 
the auction result data, and when the auction start price is higher 
than 

the auction end price, the present auction price is reduced . The 
auction 

present price is same as the auction start price at the auction start 
time. 

The increase or decrease of the price can be performed by determining 
a 

rising range or a reducing range of price per unit time. The size of 
the 

auction result data is determined in proportion to the number of the 
auction input data, for... step S113, the present auction price is always 
same as the present start price, the auction start price is higher than 
the auction end price, the present auction price is reduced as 
shown at step S114, when the auction start price is same as or lower 
than the auction end price, the present auction... 

Claim 

size of the auction result data when the auction start price is lower 
than the auction end price. 
25 

. The system of claim 14, wherein the present auction price 
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reduces according to the increase of the size of the auction result 
data 

when the auction start price is higher than the auction end price. 
19 The system of claim 3... 
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... it is this value that • is preferably used as the minimum acceptable bid 
in an auction for a particular reinsurance product. When economics 
demand or permit, the reference price can be reduced by a .certain 
percentage. The 
I 0 

ratio of an acceptable bid to the reference... 
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the lowest price wins . A Dutch auction is technically an open-outcry, 
descending-price5multi-unit auction where bids are placed for partial 
quantity and the price decreases for the quantity remaining in the 
auction until all units are sold. A Fixed-price auction is one in 
which there is no bid increment. 

The price remains the same throughout... 
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Detailed Description 

similar in most respects to the manner described above with respect to 
public seller's auctions . One notable exception is that in buyer's 
auctions 

bid prices will normally decrease as opposed to increase. Further, 
the 

information describing the auctioned service supplied by the 
auctioning 

buyer necessarily takes on a different format. For example, in the 
service description buyers would. . . 
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Detailed Description 

... auction, whether currently active, completed, or upcoming. The 

information includes parameters that either the Yahoo! Auction System 
or the seller specifies such as starting bid price, starting bid price 
decrement , number of times to calculate the new starting bid price, 
start-up time period, time... may automatically reduce the starting bid 
price from $190 to $180. 

Depending on the pre- auction instructions by the seller, the starting 
bid price may be reduced any number of times for any number of 
initial start-up periods. This initial start... 

...up period values, any amount for the starting bid price, and any 
increment for the reduced starting bid price that the seller 
specifies before the start of the auction for a given item. 

In order for a bid to be accepted, the bid must ... seller to another. Any 
bid that is otherwise valid (i.e., proper bid amount, proper bid 
increment, properly registered bidder) that is received within the time 
period for the auction remains valid. If the bid is received after the 
specified time period has expired, the... set by the seller have been 
reached. These conditions may include maximum number of selling price 
reductions , sales volume level, time period for auction , total items 
sold, or any combination of these conditions. 

Conversely, if the sales volume has... 
...and an initial sell-off price PSELL. The seller has also specified to 
the Yahoo! Auction System that the sell-off price decrement is 
PDECR in the event that the N items do not sell at the initial ... auction 
sells multiple items beginning at a starting maximum price of P points. 
Periodically, the auction system decrements the price P by some 
predetermined decrement dP, so that a future price would be P = PAP... any 
auction termination condition is present, the auction terminates at step 
293; otherwise, the Yahoo! Auction System proceeds to step 2 91 to 
determine whether the auction system should decrement the bid price 
P. 



Bode Akintolal5-Oct-03 



If, at step 291, the system determines that it is now time to decrement 



. . .complies with the Yahoo! Auction System's rules. If BIDNEW is not valid, 
the Yahoo! Auction System returns to step 291 where it checks for 
whether the system should decrement the bid price P further. 

If BIDNEW is valid, the Yahoo! Auction System proceeds to step 285 
where it determines BIDMIN, which is the lowest bid among... - 

. . .any auction termination condition is present, the auction terminates at 
step 293; otherwise, the Yahoo! Auction System returns to step 291 to 
determine whether the auction system should decrement the bid price 
P. 

At the conclusion .of the auction , the Yahoo! Auction System actually 
deducts the reserved amount (or the whining bid amount if the whining bid 

...lowest successful bid. Instead, the winning bidders pay at their 

respective bids as the bid price is slowly decreased during the time 
period of the auction . In this embodiment, the flowchart of FIG. 1 1 is 
applicable except for the bid... from the opening of the auction. If no 
bid has been received by the Yahoo! Auction System within the start-up 
time period, the seller can specify that the starting bid price be 
decremented by some amount to entice bidders to submit bids. The seller 
can set up a. . . 
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Detailed Description 
... an e-mail 

message instructing them on how to purchase tickets. 

In another example, bidders register and submit bids for 

auction items through the Internet. Bidders are notified by e-mail 
when a bid higher than. . . 
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. . . is finished. However, when the unit time is passed, the deviant 
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line part of the auction price display 60 decreases , and the 

present 

auction price fall is displayed. When the auction price reaches to 
the 

reserve price by failing according to the unit time and any. . . 
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Detailed Description 

Claims 

Detailed Description. 
. . . all lots. 

Another auction format, the Dutch, auction format is a mechanism by which 
an auction host sets an unrealistically high start price for their 
goods. This price is then automatically reduced bv regular price 
decrements until one of the bidders accepts the current price. The 
auction is most widely associated with the fresh flower auctions held in 
the Netherlands. The benefit... 
...maximum duration Le., the point at which the price on offer is the 
lowest the auction host is willing to sell at (the reserved price) . 
Since the price is being decremented at regular intervals and 
reserved prices are generally made public, the bidder can easily 
calculate ... is gradually decremented as the auction proceeds. Thus in a 
similar way to a Dutch auction , there is an unrealistic price initially 
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at which auction participants can purchase a lot. This price is 
gradually ' reduced throughout the period of the auction . However, in 
addition, there is the ability for auction participants to enter bids 
which are below the current auction price. These bids are made... 

...thus concludes when an auction participant places a bid which is equal 
to the current auction price. This bid may have been placed earlier and 
the current auction price has been decremented to match this bid. 
Alternatively, the auction participant can submit a bid equal to the 
current auction price. 

Thus the advantage of... 

. . .price which are visible to other auction participants in a similar 
manner to the English auction . Thus this provides all the benefits of 
the English auction but the provision of the decrementing current 
auction price ensures that the time at which the auction will close 
for a lot becomes apparent to the auction participants as the bids and. . . 

...a bid below the current auction price. This secures purchase of the lot. 

As the auction progresses, bids are received and the current auction 
price decreases . 

Thus an auction participant using terminal apparatus will need to 
receive the updated auction parameters. In one embodiment this can be 
achieved manually. by the auction .participant requesting the... lots 
simultaneously, multiple successive auctions can be provided for by 
allocating each lot to an auction which is identified by a start time, 
a starting auction price and an auction price decrement parameter 
identifying the rate of decrease of the current auction price for that 
auction . If a seller wishes to enter a lot into the auction processing 
system for auctioning... 

...can include a description and a reserve price. The lot is then allocated 
to an auction and is therefore associated with an auction start time, 
a starting auction price and auction price decrement parameter. 
In a specific embodiment, a user can also enter a nominal value for a. . . 

...the data store 700. These parameters can include a description of the 
lot, a starting auction price and. a price decrement rate. This 
information is then used by the auction processor 500 to transmit 
auction parameters to the bidder terminals 100 via the communications 
interface 400 and the communications network 300. The auction processor 
500 uses the starting auction price and the price decrement rate in 
order to calculate a current auction price which is transmitted to the 
bidder terminals 1 00. Thus at the bidder terminals ... If a bid was 
entered and it is determined that this bid matches the current auction 
price (step S25) or no bid was entered but the highest bid now matches 
the decremented current auction price in (step S22) in step S28 the 

auction server updates the auction database to show that the auction 
has finished. In step S29 the updated auction parameters ... starts at $4. 
For lot 3 the. current highest bid is 80 cents. As the auction . 
progresses during the day, the auction price decrements steadily. 
During the day various bids are made for lot 3 and eventually at around 

. . .the day. 

It can thus be seen from the foregoing embodiment that the invention 
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allows auction hosts to place lots at an unrealistic high starting 
price that decrements in value automatically as in the Dutch format. 
Decrements can be of predetermined equal value... 

...to automate the process extremely efficiently. 

All lots are given the same high value starting price and identical 
decrement structures thus recognising auction hosts are rarely the 
best determinants of an indicative price for their products. Bidders are 

Claim 

... of multiple lots, said storage means, is adapted to store, said 
auction parameters for multiple auctions of multiple lots including 
each auction start time, a starting auction price, and an auction 
price decrement ; said auction processing means is adapted to 
detennine said current auction price for an auction using said 
starting auction price and said auction price decrement 
parameter; and said parameter receiving means is further adapted to 
determine a next available auction for the lot for which auction 
parameters have been received and. to store the received auction 
parameters associated with the start time, starting auction price and 
auction price decrement parameter for the determined. auction . 

12 An auction processing system according to Claim 1 1 wherein said 
parameter receiving means is adapted to... for successive auctions of 
multiple lots, the stored auction parameters comprise auction parameters 
or multiple auctions of multiple lots and. a start time, a starting 
auction price and an auction price decrement parameter for each 
auction , the determining step comprises determining the current auction 

price for an auction using said starting auction price and. said 
auction price decrement parameter, the auction process including 
determining a next available auction for the lot for which auction 
parameters have been received, and storing the received auction 
parameters associated with the start time, starting auction price and 
auction price decrement parameter for the determined auction . 

40 An auction process according to Claim 39 wherein the received 
auction 

parameters include a nominal value for. . .the auction, and at least a 
highest bid of any received 

bids below the current auction price for the or each lot; 

reading and transmitting auction parameters to at least one remote 

bidding 

apparatus; 

outputting the auction parameters to an auction participant at the or 

each bidding 

apparatus; 

inputting a bid for one or more lots... 
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... to provide input as to the duration of the liquidation (e.g., length 
of falling auction ) and other factors, such as the initial auction 
price and the increments of price reduction . 

For retumed items that are damaged or incomplete, in an embodiment of 
the present invention ... facilities associated with the extension stores. 
The items are then placed on the associated reverse auction web site as 
an "opened product brand new, " with a reduced initial price . 

The price is then periodically reduced in accordance with the merchant's 
instructions until the... 
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Claim 

... tenninals connected to said central computer; 

5 a poficy auction software program for facilitating an auction by 
which a plurafity of registered subscribers can bid over said 
subscriber terminals for 

adoption of said public policies thereby; 
whereby when a subscriber. . . 
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Detailed Description 

... their world-wide web site http://www.commerce.com/save-earth. 

• To participate in the auction , bidders register and submit bids for 
auction items through the Internet. Bidders are notified by ...fine 
auction at their world-wide web site http://www.christies.com. In 
Christie's auction , bidders register and submit bids in the same 
manner as the Ebay auction . Christie's on-line auction also suffers 
from the same disadvantage as the Ebay auction. . . 
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Detailed Description 
Detailed Description 

English) auction where the buyers compete by bidding the sales price 
higher. Another type of auction is the descending (Dutch) auction 
where the price decreases over time, but limited quantifies are 
available so buyers wait, for the purchase price to. . . 
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time the instructions were received. In this way the supplier is not 
exposed to further decreases in the price of ' the purchase offer, and 
is removed from that particular auction process. 

In another variation, the process of Figure 21 includes registration of 
the supplier or... 
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winning bids, and whether the bidder already has a bid in the 
offering- 
Bidders cannot decrease, the price or quantity of a prior bid. 

Winning, an English Auction : The rules for determining a winning bid 
(known as the bidding algorithin) in a standard... 
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charge and the part of the bidding charge can assist the deduction of 
the bidding price . The processes reduce the bidding price contrary 
to that of the typical reverse auction . Consequently, the 
bidding applicant can expense less money to buy the same goods and the... 
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Claims 

English Abstract 

...receiving input of bid information including bid prices from buyers 
(or sellers), and an automatic price reduction module for 
automatically decreasing (or increasing) an auction bid price if a bid 
is not made by a buyer (or seller) for a... 

Detailed Description 

... to the auction server, at least one seller interface connected to the 
auction server, an auction bid module receiving input of bid 
information including bid prices 

from buyers, and an automatic price reduction module for 
automatically 

2 03 decreasing an auction bid price if a bid is not made by a buyer 
for a predetermined time... 

...step (3) is performed. 

According to still yet another feature of the present invention, the 
auction start price is not reduced below a predetermined price . 

In another aspect, the method comprises the steps of (6) receiving ... is 
repeatedly performed. 

According to still yet another feature of the present invention, if the 

auction start price is reduced below the low price, a price 
obtained by adding a fourth predetermined amount to the auction start 
price is determined to fafl within the high price and the low price, and 



..bid prices is a process by which a fifth 

predetermined amount is added to the reduced auction start price . 

In still yet another aspect, the method comprises the steps of (18) 
lo receiving input .. .module 220 for enabling the 

buyers to participate in the auction generated by the forward auction 
5 generation module 215, a forward auction automatic bid module 225, a 
forward auction automatic price reduction module 230, a forward 
auction 

successful bidder selection module 235, and a forward auction 
successful bidder reporting module 240. 

The forward auction automatic bid module 225 is able to. . . 

.automatically make a bid by adding a predetermined amount to the highest 
bid. The forward auction automatic price reduction module 230 
automatically 

reduces a start price if the buyers have not made a bid within a 
predetermined time after the start... 
.a variable 

2.0-) database 275 for storing variables used for the operation of the 
forward 
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auction automatic bid module 225 and the forward auction automatic 
price 

reduction module 230. 

FIG. 3 shows a flow chart of operations performed by the modules of... 

...an auction start price, and a minimum successful bidder price are input. 

After the forward auction is generated, the forward auction automatic 

price reduction module 230 reduces the start price by a 
predetermined 

amount if a bid is not made by a buyer within a... auction based on the 
detailed information provided by the seller in step S545. 

When an auction is generated, selections such as a total auction 
time, 

automatic price reduction particulars, etc. can be made by the 
seller, but If such designations are not made... step S670. 
FIG. 7 shows a flow chart of operations performed by the forward 
15 auction automatic bid module 220. 

First, automatic bidding is registered in step S670. That is, with 
the 

selection of the automatic bid option by a buyer, when the forward 
auction 

bid module 220 initializes the databases 250 - 275, automatic bidding 
is 

registered . When automatic bidding lis registered for a buyer {buyer 
A), the 

forward auction automatic bid module 225 remains on stand-by until a 
predetermined condition i-s met in... 

...below a low price input by buyer B, the reduction being made by the 
forward auction automatic price reduction module 230. 

If the predetermined condition is satisfied in step S715, the forward 

auction automatic bid module 225 determines if an automatic bid history 
of the selected item exists... 

...bid is performed. 

FIG. 8 shows a flow chart of operations performed by the forward 
auction automatic price reduction module 230. 

If a seller generates an auction , the forward auction generation 
2 5 module 215 initializes the databases 250 - 275 with regard to 
auction 

particulars in step S550. The forward auction automatic price 
reduction 

module 230 then searches the databases to extract automatic price 

reduction variables for the auction in progress such that variables 
needed for the operation of the forward auction automatic price 
reduction module 230 30 can be calculated in step S810. The extracted 
variables include auction participants, an auction generation price PQ 
a total auction time TQ, and a 

mis-bid price PX. From these extracted variables, the forward auction 
automatic price reduction module 230 calculates variables need for 
operation such as an automatic price reduction time TU, an automatic 
price 

reduction cycle DT, a number of automatic price reductions N, and a 
5 minimum start price PU. 
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predetermined amount is added to the reduced auction start price 



16 In an auction system comprising an auction server for performing 

auction procedures, with at least one buyer interface connected to the 
2o auction server and at... to the auction server-, 
at least one seller interface connected to the auction server-, 
an auction bid module receiving input of bid information including bid 
prices from buyers-, and 

an automatic price reduction module for autorriatically decreasing an 

auction bid price if a bid is not made by a buyer for a predetermined 
time. . . 

...if a bid is not made by a seller for a predetermined time. 

24 The auction system of claim 23 further comprising an automatic 

bid module for automatically establishing bid prices by decreasing a 

bid 

made by another seller by a predetermined amount. 
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... 12 1, a user information management systein 13 1, an auction 
information system. 132, an auction registration system. 133, a 
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i 



transaction infonnation system 134, a bid registration systeni 132, a 
bid information system 136, an information analysis system 141, an 
information index. . .made by him or her and successful bids through the 
transaction infonnation system 134. 

The bid registration system 135. allows a carrier to participate in an 

auction process when a shipper registers a cargo for an auction. The 
carrier can make a... 
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equipment condition. 
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prices , reduced costs (travel* to sites), and in general, a more 
satisfactory and cost effective way to. . . 
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allows the ShopLive application to process bids for products by 
shoppers during live or dynamic auctions . The function monitors bids 
from registrants communicate bids to merchants during the auction 
and manage notifications to shoppers of bid results. 

The process auction purchase function 241 8... 
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... a certain 

price is set and gradually lowered by the auctioneer 
until a bid is received , the first bidder becoming the 
buyer. In a Dutch auction , a large number of sellers 
compete for one purchase condition, and it is convenient 
to. . . 
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the auction by finding the auction place and 
the auction times for related goods. 

The Dutch auction method, as disclosed in U.S. Patent 
No. 5,794,207, is an auction in... 

...a certain price is set 

and gradually lowered by the auctioneer until a bid is 
received , the first bidder becoming the buyer. In a Dutch 
auction , a large number of sellers compete for one purchase 

condition, and it is convenient to. . . 
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and so that their identities cannot be inferred by tracking 
transactions over time, hi particular auction scenarios, a seller of 
surplus inventory may specify an opening price , 1 0 decrement steps 
for the price, timing of the decrement steps, and a floor price. 

Conversely, a. . . 
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... any potential purchasers. 

The present invention achieves said objectives by employing a 
computercontrolled event ticket auctioning system which receives and 
evaluates bid information records received from a plurality of remote 
terminals, said bid inf ori-nation records corresponding to bids for one. 
or more seats within a venue and. . . 

Claim 

received bid inforination record associated I 0 with the seat . 

2 An automated event ticket auctioning system, the automated event 
ticket auctioning system receiving and evaluating bid information 
records received from a plurality of remote terminals, said bid 
information, records corresponding to bids for one or more seats within 1. 
5 a venue... the steps of 

(a) providing a central computer for receiving bid records; 

(b) opening the auction for a minimum amount of time to allow the 
central computer to accept bid records from the plurality of remote 
terminals, the bid records 

including information concerning bidder identification and bid amount; 

(c) monitoring the rate of bidding activity; 

(d) closing the auction to prevent the central computer from accepting 
bid records when the rate of bidding activity. . . 
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... news media or trade press. The effect of such a leak may induce a 

general reduction in market prices , which would confer the benefit of 
the lo auction to all buyers in the industry, thereby eliminating any 
advantage the buyer obtains from using. . . 

. . .want their bids 

disclosed to other suppliers. If the disclosure of prices from a single 
auction were to have the effect of reducing market prices for all 
similar products, suppliers would be reluctant to participate in the 
auction , or would be less aggressive in their participation in the 
auction. 

In addition, traditional online... 
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... the total quantity of product desired by the auction originator. In 
this 

embodiment, a traditional Dutch style auction, format is typically not 
applicable, because the butch style ends when a bid is received for a 
whole lot. In the case of an online Dutch auction , the bidder can 
indicate a quantity 

as well as whether they've accepted the then-current posted price in the 
auction. The auction would proceed not just until the first bid is 
received , but until bids adding up to the originator's entire quantity 
have been received. 

Brief. . .A, B, and DG remain the same. Supplier C, on the other hand, has 
a reduced "walk 

away" price of $9 During the auction , the suppliers again interact 
until . 

supplier B submits his final bid of $1 0 
Claim 

claim 2, wherein step (a) further comprises the 
step of changing said predefined series of price increments or 
decrements in 

real-time during the Dutch auction . 

4 The method of claim 1, wherein step (c) comprises the step of 
performing one ... 

. . .readable 

program code means for enabling the computer system to change said 
predefined series of price increments or decrements in real-time 
during the 
Dutch auction . 

9 The computer program product of claim 6, wherein said third 
computer readable program code... The system of claim 17, wherein said 
means for generating 

changes said predefined series of price increments or decrements in 
real-time 

during the Dutch auction . 
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19 The system of claim 16, wherein said means for transforming 
performs one 
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for sale along with a price. 

The seller also sets a rule by which the price decreases with time 
(e.g., 5 dollars every hour). 

Once the auction is started, the price decreases until a buyer 
purchases it and terminates the auction , Alternatively, if the price 
drops to the reservation price before there are any bids, then... 
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Detailed Description 

Claims 

English Abstract 

...computer network and a storage medium for storing the same therein. 
Job hunters and .job offerers register their situation-wanted 
information and help-wanted information in an auction server. Further, 
the job hunters and job , offerers register bidding information in 
the auction server, respectively, on the basis of the help-wanted 
information and situation-wanted information. Then. . . 

Detailed Description 

the auction server using their computer terminals; the second step of 
allowing job offerers to bid for the registered situation-wanted 
information by registering their bidding information in the auction 
server using their computer terminals; the third step of allowing each of 
the job hunters... 

...determine a 2 5 successful bidder among the job offerers on the basis of 
the registered bidding information; and the fourth step of allowing 
the auction server to notify a computer terminal of the successful 
bidder through the electronic mail server. . . 

...the auction server using their computer terminals; the second step of 
allowing job offerers to bid for the registered situation-wanted 
information by registering their bidding information in the auction 
server using their computer terminals; the third step of allowing each of 
the job hunters to determine a successful bidder among the job offerers 
on the basis of the registered bidding information; and the fourth 
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situation- wanted 

information by registering their bidding information in said auction 

server using 
their computer terminals; 

c) allowing each of said job hunters to determine a successful bidder 
among said job offerers on the basis of the registered bidding 
information; and 

d) allowing said auction server to notify a computer terminal of said 
successful bidder through said electronic mail server... 

...to apply for workers at auction by registering their 0 help-wanted 
information in said auction server using their computer terminals; b) 
allowing job hunters to bid for the registered help-wanted 
information by registering their bidding information in said * auction 

server using their computer 
terminals ; 

c) allowing each of said job offerers to determine a successful bidder 
5 among said job hunters on the basis of the registered bidding 
information; and 

d) allowing said auction server to notify a computer terminal of said 
successful bidder through said electronic mall server ... of ferers to apply 
for workers at auction by registering their help-wanted information in 
said auction server using their computer terminals; b) allowing job 
hunters to bid for the registered help-wanted information by 
registering their bidding information in said auction server using 
their computer 

terminals; 

c) allowing each of said job offerers to determine a successful bidder 
among said job hunters on the basis of the registered bidding 
information; and 

d) allowing said auction server to notify a computer terminal of said 
successful bidder through said electronic mail server. . . 
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21 The method of claim 20, wherein the secondary market system is an 
online auctioneer , such that the consumers can offer registered 
products for sale. 

22 The method of claim 20, wherein the secondary market system is... 
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includes a 

bid button 442 and a remove 4 44. The bid button 442 enables a registered 

bidder to bid on the corresponding auction . The remove button 444 
removes the corresponding auction from the search results information 
400, 

Figures ... 
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first high bid from one remote user for an auction item; 
selecting one of the telephone numbers upon receipt of a second 
high bid that . . - 
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set a reserve price above which it will not 
transact) . The essence of a reverse auction is that multiple sellers 
bid 

decreasing prices for the business of one buyer and that offers to 
buy and sell are binding. . . 
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... sites, which provides the so-called reverse auction. Reveres auction 
refers to a method of auctioning in which a purchaser is predetermined 
and the sellers place their bids by gradually decreasing the price , 
in 
Z) • 

contrast to cleneral auction which refers to a method of auctioning 
in which a seller is predetermined and the purchasers place their bids by 
gradually increasing. . . 
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... A sales method for operation through a communications network, 
comprising : 

receiving customization commands from a first accountholder , 

receiving customization commands from a second accountholder, 
presenting a first sales interface through the network for the first 
accountholder based on 

the item categorization input received from the first accountholder, 
and 

presenting a second networked sales interface through the network for the 
second accountholder ... a public communications network. 132. A sales 
method for operation through a communications network, comprising: 
receiving a first list of sales items in electronic form from a user 
at a first sales interface, receiving a second list of sales items in 
electronic form from a user at a second... 4 all! Cosmic Spaah @tti a 
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period is relatively short and usually involves a decreasing quantity 
of the product . available for auctioning during the auctioning period. 
Furthermore, in the decreasing price auction , the bidders are the 
buyers and the pricing is not a function of the bidding process but 
rather relates to the time left in the auction period. The purpose of 
the decreasing price is to sell the remaining product before the 
auction , period ends . 

the Internet, potential suppliers of products must be carefully 
qualified, before they are... 
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auction at substantially the designated time by setting 
a fixed time period for completing the auction , displaying a current 
price for the product and decreasing the price of the product as the 
I 0 time remaining in the auction decreases, displaying the quantity of 
product remaining to be auctioned and decreasing the quantity to. . . 

...the time the instructions are received and decreasing 
the quantity of product remaining to be auctioned , 

(e) continuing to decrease said price in step (c) and to display the 
price 

and the decreased quantity of product remaining to each potential 
purchaser not removed in step (d) ; 

(f) registering. . .purchaser. 

US Patent No. 6,023,685 (Brett et al . ) discloses an automated event 
ticket auctioning system that receives and evaluates bid information 
records received from a plurality of remote terminals. The bid 
information records corTespond to bids for one or more seats within a 
venue and corresponding... 

Claim 

. . . the same time manage their inventory according to their current stock 
availability and inventory, without reducing their published prices , 
This would be less true if offers were bid for publicly via the auction 
server and the vendors responded in real time, since they would then be 
better able ... 
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... and a $10 discount if it arrives within 15 days. If it is a reverse 
auction , bid premiums raise the price, if it is a forward auction , the 
discounts decrease the price by that amount. The calculation of 
recommended or suggested bids (e.g., using bid calculation... 
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... calculates a 'goodness of Match* between the user and the advertising 
display it represents, and registers its bid accordingly. The 
auctioneer receives all such bids and determines which has the highest 
value within the context. This... 
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winning bid of $500, 
which (hypothetically) beat the previous bid of $490, 
will enable the auction leader to purchase the item for 
$450. Of course, the percentage discount (or dollar 

reduction in price ) the auction leader receives may be 
proportional to the number of points the auction leader 
accumulated by the auction leader, or proportional to 
the number of points the auction. . . 

...example, the formula may be as follows. 

R = (M* (L/T) ) 
where 

R = the percentage reduction in price which auction the 
auction leader receives on the item if he wins the 
auction . 

M = the maximum percentage reduction offered the auction 
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leader (for example, 20) . 



So if the. . .where 

B = where the number of points which a particular bidder 
earned. 

Br = the percentage reduction in price which any bidder 
receives on the item if he wins the auction . 

M = Maximum percentage reduction in price (f= example, 

2 0) 

Display 

During the course of the auction , the number 

of points each bidder has earned may be displayed to all 

of the ... 
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and more particularly, to a system wherein buyers and or sellers are 
pooled to effect price reductions . 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

Conventional auction arrangements are generally directed toward 
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increasing the price at which the auctioned goods are sold. 
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... a certain starting price. If no buyer bids on the item at that price, 
the auctioneer "!III decrease the offer price of the item until 
either a buyer bids on the item or the price reaches... 
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26, for example the sending, of. email to clients 34 confirming actions 
such as: client registration , confirmation of- bids , auction status 
(e.g. has been opened, or has been closed). 

Administrator control 26 is the... 
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Claim 

access to the auction website through a networks- 
listing goods of registered sellers on the auction website; 
accepting bids from registered potential buyers for listed goods of 
registered sellers through the auction website; 

recognizing (i) a final bid amount for at least one good listed by a,.. 
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... as indicated by block II 4. Value M is indicative of the maximum 

number of price reductions and resultant additional auction periods 
desired by the ip seller. If counter 1041 does not exceed value M... 
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above embodiment description, a successful 
bid proceeds without any terms at the time of an 

auction /reverse auction bidding registration , but it 
is possible to prepare a procedure of bidding so that 
a predetermined period. . . 
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Detailed Description 

... be necessary. The register could also be used to establish a minimum 
price in the auction scenario, so that a bid is not registered 
unless it exceeds a previously established NUNWIN amount. 

Different registers could be used to embody. . . 
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Detailed Description 

Step 103 retrieves a list of bids previously made for the resource in 
a particular auction which have been previously sorted by decreasing 
bid price . This means the bid with the highest price offered will be 
first in the list... 
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... wide web site http://www.commerce.com/save-earth. 

I 0 To participate in the auction , bidders register and submit bids 
for auction items through the Internet. Bidders are notified by 
electronic mail when a bid higher than. . . 

...as described at their world-wide web site 5 http://www.ebay.com. In this 
auction system, bidders also register and submit bids through the 

Internet. Items for sale are graphically displayed on the bidders* 

screens, in addition. . . 
...line auction at their world-wide web site http://Nvww.christies.com. In 

Christie's auction , bidders register and submit bids in the same 

5 

manner as the Ebay auction . Christie's on-line auction also suffers 
from the same disadvantage as the Ebay auction. . . 
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... at the then current price. If no more buyers are found at that price, 
the auction manager decreases the price of the remaining units of 
that item. This process is repeated until no more units... 
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Claim 

performed activities, as well as activities that must be performed 
immediately before or after each auction . One-time activities include 
bidding registration , system testing and qualification, and 
downloading plugins or other client-machine based components. Those 
periodic . . . 
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data stored in bidder ID field 500 is further preferably assigned by 
the operator of auction server 102 to uniquely identify each individual 
that has registered to submit bids . Alternatively, the bidder 
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identifier may be determined by the bidder. The data may be any. 
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Detailed Description 

Claims 

Detailed Description 

. . . MESSAGE PROCESSING FOR REAL-TIME AUCTIONS 
Technical' Field 

The present invention relates to real-time auctions that are conducted 
in-whole or in-part over a computer network, and more particularly, to 
methods for collecting bids from remote users. 

Back-ground of the Invention 

During the past five years, the Internet has blossomed. . . 
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..auction styles. Yankee auctions begin with a low asking price, which is 
increased during the auction with each successful bid. Dutch auctions 
, by contrast, start with a high price that is decreased 
incrementally by the auctioneer until the auctioneer obtains a first, 
winning bid. 

There are different types of lots, as mentioned above. Choice... 
auctioneer and auction audience; (2) a need for rapidly disseminating 
status information from the live auction , in real-time, to remote 
bidders; (3) a need for rapidly and efficiently collecting bids from 
remote bidders and presenting those bids to the auctioneer ; {4) a need 
for authorizing and verifying remote bidders' identities; and (5) a need 
for. . . 

. .process associated with a database where auction state and persistent 
data are stored, and an auction console that resides at the site of the 
live event, allowing a proxy to introduce remote bids an the floor 
and report status back to the remote audience. 

1 5 Each remote . . . 

..on the remote computer in order to follow the course of the real-time, 
live auction , and to submit bids . The remote bidder receives status 
updates concerning the bidding, lot state, and lot sequencing from the 
live auction via *a graphical user interface provided on the remote 
computer by the client program, and. . . 

..or more live auctions and that stores detailed information about both 
on-going and upcoming auctions . The auction server is the focal point 
for collecting bids from remote bidders and for distributing status 
information about one or more concurrent live auctions to remote 
bidders. Moreover, the auction server manages extensive information 
about current and future auctions, including detailed inventory lists and 
lot... 

..a laptop computer, that interacts with a human proxy in the audience of 
the live auction . The human proxy is notified of bids from, remote 
bidders via the auction console program and may submit bids to the 
auctioneer during the auction process. The human proxy monitors 
,3, 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (R ULE 2 6) 
the auction, reports... 

..The DILA architecture provides an efficient extremely fast medium for 
distributing status information about an auction to a large number of 
remote bidders and for collecting bids from remote bidders and 
presenting them to the auctioneer . The present system thus provides a 
method for bringing the excitement and time efficiency of... 

..illustrates the basic system architecture of the DLA that enables rapid, 
real-time provision of 'auction 1 5 status information to remote bidders 
and rapid, real-time provision of remote bids from remote bidders 
to an DLA human proxy attending a live auction . 

Figures 5-8 illustrate the basic ...know about the presence of other 
^remote bidders or about their participation in the silent auction . If 
the silent auction system displays the highest bid received, the 
remote bidder may check back from time to time, over a period of days, 
to monitor ... for example computer system 320, which are then transmitted 
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via the Internet 314 to the auction server 312. Remote bids are 
filtered and verified by the DLA system so that only valid bids from 
authorized remote bidders are transmitted by the DLA auction server 
312 to the DILA human proxy 306 via the Internet 310 and the DLA auction 

console running the DILA human proxy's computer OLA 308. Upon receiving 
a remote bid from a remote bidder, the DILA human proxy 306 may 
then interact with the auctioneer 304 to submit the bid. If the bid is 
accepted, that fact, like any other ... illustrates the basic system 
architecture of the DLA that enables rapid real-time provision of 
auction status information to remote bidders and rapid, real-time 
provision of remote bids from remote bidders to the DLA human proxy 
attending the live auction . As mentioned above, the BLA auction 
console program runs on a computer 402 located on-site at the live 
auction. The... in the lot. Status messages having the illustrated format 
are continuously generated by the DLA auction server program and sent 
via the BLA system to remote bidders. 

The bid message 1102 contains the following fields: (1) a message 
identifier field 1106 text contains an... and state variable component of 
the DILA client program (1214 in Figure 12); (6) an auction server 
connection manager 1414 that passes filtered bids from remote bidders 
to the next highest-level collector/redistributor node, or, in the case 
of a. . . 

. . .of a first-line collector/redistributor, the memory and state variable 
component 1412, and the auction server connection manager 1414 in order 
to implement the status distribution operation and remote bid 
filtering and pass-through operation that form the basis of the 
collectortredistributor node functionality related. . . 

Claim 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (R ULE 26) 
CLAIMS 

1 A system for conducting real time auctions , comprising: 

an auction server which maintains real time auction state information 

based at least upon bid 

messages from remote users; and 

a plurality of nodes coupled between the auction server and the remote 
users, the nodes configured to pass auction state information from the 
auction server to the remote users, and configured to pass bid. . . 
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Claims 
Claim 

... I 0 an auction displaNrdevice for displaying data based on bid reply 
messages . 

12 An auction system as claimed in claim I 1. wherein said current 
price is a current offer price which is decreased when said bid 
messages are not received by said server system. I*). An auction svstem 
as claimed in claim I 1. wherein said current price is a current bid... on 
said current price messages; and displaying data based on bid reply 
messages. 

27 An auction method as claimed in claim 26, wherein said current price 
is a current offer price which is decreased when said bid messages 
are not received by said server system. 

28 An auction method as claimed in claim 26, wherein said current price 
is a current bid 30. . . 
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Collect to conduct auction if item is 

2 3 Calculate time to take item off auction by determining the number 
of steps 

3 (intervals) necessary to reduce price from the starting price to 
the 

4 minimum 

5 3 Record all of the above ... 
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English Abstract 

An interactive remote auction bidding system for conducting an 
auction among participants located at remote locations from the auction 

site utilizes a data input device for communication over a network to 
the auction site... 

Detailed Description 

INTERACTIVE REMOTE AUCTION BIDDING SYSTEM 
TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an interactive communications system, 
and more particularly, to an interactive remote auction bidding 
system allowing a plurality of bidders to participate in' an auction on 
a real-time basis from multiple remote locations. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Remarketing surplus . . . remote locations . 
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SUMMARY OF THE E 
TVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, an interactive remote 
auction bidding system for conducting an auction among participants 
located at remote locations from the auction site is provided. Each of 
the participants at a remote location utilizes a data 'input... 

...of the present 'invention. . 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIG.. 1, an interactive remote auction bidding system 
for conducting an auction among participants located at remote 
locations is illustrated, and is generally identified by the numeral... 
whether the bid is accepted or not. 

It therefore can be seen that the present remote auction bidding 
system allows participants at remote locations from the auction site to 
participate in an interactive manner in an auction . Participants view a 
real-time video broadcast, via video conference, broadcast television, 
satellite, cable or... 

...and communicate bids utilizing an input device such as, for example, a 
traditional telephone. The auction is capable of incorporating and 
receiving bids from remote participants havinor multi-cultures, 
language, and currencies. 

Although more sophisticated communication devices including, for example 
Claim 

1 An interactive remote auction bidding system for conducting an 
auction 

among bidders located at remote locations from the aucti n site, each of 
the bidders . . , 

. . .information generated by said 

generating means includes asking bids and asking bid increments, 

. An interactive remote auction bidding system for conducting an 

auction 

among bidders located at remote locations from the auction site, each 
of the bidders having a data input device for communicating over a 
network... 3, 9 and 12 cancelled; remaining claims unchanged (3 pages)] 

1 An interactive real-time remote auction bidding system for 
conducting an auction among a plurality of bidders located at remote 
locations from the auction site, each of the plurality of bidders 
having a telephone including a dual tone multif requency . . . 

...telephone including a dual tone multif requency transmitter/processor for 
communicating over 

a telephone to the auction site, comprising: 
generating at the auction site asking bids; 

transmitting acceptances of a bid at the remote location by the 
plurality of bidders by generating a tone using the bidder telephones, 
such. . . 

...step of broadcasting includes 
broadcasting via television. 
AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 
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. An interactive real-time remote auction bidding system for 
conducting an auction among a plurality of bidders located at remote 
locations from the auction site, each of the plurality of bidders 
having a telephone including a dual tone multifrequency. - . 
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over an electronic network from bidders that are remote to 
the site of a live auction . This system records bids from remote 
bidders 

and simultaneously transmits the current high bid from the floor of the 
physical auction to the terminals of the remote bidders. However, this 
patent does not disclose or suggest... a certain sales volume is not 
achieved in a specified period of time, the electronic 

auction system automatically reduces the price by a predetermined 
amount or a predetermined percentage of the price and updates the 
merchandise ... a certain sales volume is not achieved in a specified 
period of time, the 

electronic auction system automatically reduces the price by a set 
amount or a set percentage and updates the merchandise catalog page 
accordingly. . . 
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